Archaeological Site

CT-269

Bowen House

Bowzns 18th century
Private

Beaded joists, wrought nails, and hewn
members found among the ruins of this house
identify at least a portion of it as an 18th
century or very early 19th century house, A
two-story fieldstone chimney was made of
brick from its shoulders on up. As recently
as early this century the Bowen house vas

an elegant dwelling, including double parlors
and a grand staircase,

A log slave quarter once stood at the entrance
to the property.,
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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

Beaded joists, wrought nails, and hewn members found among the
ruins of this house identify at least a portion of it as an 18&th cen-
tury or very early 19th century house. A two-story fieldstone chimmey
was made of brick from its shoulders on up. As recently as early this
century the Bowen house was an elegant dwelling, including double par-
lors and a grand staircase,

A Tng slave quarter once stood at the entrance to the property.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The oldest residents of the neighborhood refer to this as the "Bowen
House." Although it is & ruins the property is still owned by the Bowen
family, Walter Bowen, was the last to live there according to the Gray
sisters who recall that his great grandfather Elijha may have lived
there too.

The rubble which survives indicates that this was indeed an early house
that stood in the Eighteenth Century. How early in that century is not
yet know but among the ruins were observed beaded ceiling joists, rose
head nails and extremely long and heavy hewn plates. There were at
least two seperate sections to the house having heavy post-and-beam
frames. The two seperate frames were literally bolted together at one
point by means of an iron strap that was observed joining thi two sills
on the east end. Each wing had a fireplace that resulted in two mas-
sive chimneys on the east end. The beaded ceiling joists were in the
north wing. The two story chimney on the east end of this section was
made of fieldstone but made of hand-made bricks from the shoualders up.

Measurements have not as yet been made (July 28, 1977) but the chimney
and the sills of the north wing can only be described as "massivel

The Gray sisters recall this house as having had. double parlors with
beautiful fireplaces and a grand stairs that made it the 'show place
of the county" during their youth (c. fifty years ago). They also
remember that there was a log slave gquarters which stood on the public
road at the entrance to the property.
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The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created
by an Act of the Maryland Legislature, to be found in the
Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA,
1974 Supplement.
The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information
and record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe-
ment of individual property rights.
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